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Google and Students, Perfect Together? 

 This paper examines recent studies on the information seeking behavior of undergraduate 

students as well as efforts by academic librarians to increase the information literacy of their 

students.  The current generation of students has been raised in an era of technological 

abundance.  Desktop computers and Internet access were commonly available before many of 

these students were born; smartphones phones and tablets have been available since many of 

these students were young children.  Because this generation, dubbed "digital natives" in 2001 by 

Mark Prensky, has grown up with technology, it is often assumed that they have superior skills 

when it comes to fully utilizing it (Selwyn 364).  But being able to drive rapidly on the 

information highway does not necessarily correlate to being able to arrive at the right destination.  

Many of these studies indicate that the ability of students to objectively assess the quality of the 

resources they retrieve is generally lacking.  However, two promising studies indicated that 

students who had received information literacy training either coordinated between their 

instructors and academic librarians or initiated by their instructors demonstrated stronger 

discernment when searching for reliable and authoritative information. 
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